
lable at ScienceDirect

Journal of Human Evolution 59 (2010) 425e443
Contents lists avai
Journal of Human Evolution

journal homepage: www.elsevier .com/locate/ jhevol
Pinnacle Point Cave 13B (Western Cape Province, South Africa) in context:
The Cape Floral kingdom, shellfish, and modern human originsq

Curtis W. Marean
Institute of Human Origins, School of Human Evolution and Social Change, P.O. Box 872402, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ 85287-2402, USA
a r t i c l e i n f o

Article history:
Received 15 December 2009
Accepted 19 March 2010

Keywords:
Middle Stone Age
Mossel Bay
Origins of modern humans
q This article is part of ‘The Middle Stone Age at Pin
Cave near Mossel Bay (Western Cape Province, South

E-mail address: curtis.marean@asu.edu.

0047-2484/$ e see front matter � 2010 Elsevier Ltd.
doi:10.1016/j.jhevol.2010.07.011
a b s t r a c t

Genetic and anatomical evidence suggests that Homo sapiens arose in Africa between 200 and 100 ka,
and recent evidence suggests that complex cognition may have appeared between w164 and 75 ka. This
evidence directs our focus to Marine Isotope Stage (MIS) 6, when from 195e123 ka the world was in
a fluctuating but predominantly glacial stage, when much of Africa was cooler and drier, and when dated
archaeological sites are rare. Previously we have shown that humans had expanded their diet to include
marine resources by w164 ka (�12 ka) at Pinnacle Point Cave 13B (PP13B) on the south coast of South
Africa, perhaps as a response to these harsh environmental conditions. The associated material culture
documents an early use and modification of pigment, likely for symbolic behavior, as well as the
production of bladelet stone tool technology, and there is now intriguing evidence for heat treatment of
lithics. PP13B also includes a later sequence of MIS 5 occupations that document an adaptation that
increasingly focuses on coastal resources. A model is developed that suggests that the combined richness
of the Cape Floral Region on the south coast of Africa, with its high diversity and density of geophyte
plants and the rich coastal ecosystems of the associated Agulhas Current, combined to provide a stable
set of carbohydrate and protein resources for early modern humans along the southern coast of South
Africa during this crucial but environmentally harsh phase in the evolution of modern humans. Humans
structured their mobility around the use of coastal resources and geophyte abundance and focused their
occupation at the intersection of the geophyte rich Cape flora and coastline. The evidence for human
occupation relative to the distance to the coastline over time at PP13B is consistent with this model.

� 2010 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
Introduction

The current prominence of the South African record in modern
human origins research derives from the rare presence of hominin
remains fromMiddle Stone Age (MSA) deposits and a rich record of
material cultural complexity in the MSA. Some facets of this
material cultural complexity, but particularly its occurrence
together in one region at roughly the same time, has repeatedly
been pointed to as an indicator of behavioral modernity (McBrearty
and Brooks, 2000; Henshilwood and Marean, 2003; Marean and
Assefa, 2005). Here, and particularly on the coast, are found early
examples of material cultural complexity that precede by some
20,000 years the “Human Revolution” of 50e40 ka, once consid-
ered a worldwide pattern (Mellars, 1973; Klein, 1998, 2000) but
now widely discounted for Africa (McBrearty and Brooks, 2000;
Henshilwood and Marean, 2003; Marean and Assefa, 2005). This
nacle Point Site 13B, a Coastal
Africa)’ Special Issue.
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material cultural complexity includes the production of bone tools
such as points (Henshilwood et al., 2001a; d’Errico and
Henshilwood, 2007; Backwell et al., 2008), beads (Henshilwood
et al., 2004; d’Errico et al., 2005), large quantities of worked and
unworked pigments (Watts, 1999, 2002), decorated ochre
(Henshilwood et al., 2002; Mackay and Welz, 2008), decorated
ostrich eggshell and ostrich eggshell containers (Texier et al., 2010),
and lithic heat treatment back to 164 ka (Brown et al., 2009).

While indicators of material cultural complexity have been
found in isolation at other locations where early modern humans
are found or expected (Brooks et al., 1995; Yellen et al., 1995; Hovers
et al., 2003; Vanhaeren et al., 2006; Bouzouggar et al., 2007), no
other region in the world displays a similar recurrent pattern of
material cultural complexity this early in time. Marean et al. (2007)
reported on a set of deposits (LC-MSA Lower) at Pinnacle Point 13B
(PP13B), in the center of the Cape coast (Fig. 1), that pushed back to
w164 ka (here revised to 162� 5 ka; Jacobs [2010])the evidence for
the regular use and modification of pigments and the production of
bladelets and documented at the same time what is currently the
earliest well documented evidence for a marine coastal adaptation.
A critical field based research endeavor of paleoanthropology is to
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Fig. 1. Location of PP13B relative to important geographical features mentioned in the text. (A) The Cape Floral Kingdom relative to the world and other floral kingdoms; (B)
vegetation of South Africa (Mucina et al., 2006), the Cape Floral Region is essentially equivalent to the distribution of the Fynbos and Succulent Karoo on this map; and (C) the
location of sites mentioned relative to the coast and offshore platform. Base image of South Africa and oceanic topography from NASA World Wind and the offshore platform
transect was generated from the 3D paleoscape model (Fisher et al., 2010).
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determine the pattern and pace of the introduction of these indi-
cators of material cultural complexity (McBrearty and Brooks,
2000; Marean and Assefa, 2005), and embed that in an under-
standing of paleoenvironment, paleoclimate, and overall hominin
adaptation. The papers in this special issue on PP13B expand the
description of indicators of material cultural complexity by doc-
umenting that byw100 ka people inhabiting PP13B were collecting
and caching sea shells (Jerardino and Marean, 2010), both the
unbroken individuals as well as damaged examples of these same
species. They were also selecting and modifying the reddest of
pigments for use in the cave by w162 ka (Watts, 2010).

Here along this same coastline is found a combined diversity of
plants and marine animals that exceeds all other regions of the
world. Along the western and southern shores of Southern Africa is
the Cape Floral Region (Cowling, 1992; Goldblatt, 1997; Cowling
and Lombard, 2002; Goldblatt and Manning, 2002), so unique
that it was classified as its own floral kingdom, the smallest in size.
Within it is the Fynbos Biome, its richest and most unique
component, with the world’s highest representation of endemic
plants (w64%). Similarly rich is the adjacent marine ecosystem,
with dense and diverse shellfish communities in rocky and sandy
intertidal zones (Branch and Branch, 1992; Bustamante and Branch,
1996). This confluence of diversity of material culture, flora, and
marine organisms could be fortuitous, but as I argue below, likely
was not. Pinnacle Point is the only locality in coastal South Africa
with archaeological sediments that are shown with geochrono-
logical techniques to sample this extraordinary region back into the
time prior to 120 ka. This is when the fossil and genetic data indi-
cate modern humans arose, but unfortunately also a time when
sites in Africa are rare. PP13B now provides us with a rather
singular lens on modern human origins at a crucial time and place.

PP13B, while a cave, does not preserve deep continuously
stacked sediments like those at other well known coastal caves
such as Die Kelders Cave 1 (Marean et al., 2000b), Blombos Cave
(Henshilwood et al., 2001b), and Klasies River (Singer and Wymer,
1982; Deacon and Geleijnse, 1988). Rather, what remains are
a horizontally disconnected set of occupations sampling a long
period of time, providing snapshots of changing human occupa-
tions at what is now a coastal location but was not at various times
in the past. It has been dated with the very latest in techniques,
Fig. 2. Plan of PP13B and location of the
some of which have matured relatively recently (optically stimu-
lated luminescence dating [OSL]), and others that have been rarely
applied to this region (uraniumethorium dating [UeTh]). PP13B
was excavated with state of the art techniques, including point
plotting of all observed finds and similarly advanced post excava-
tion analyses, many of which are presented here in this special
issue. In this article I review this record, contextualize it into the
broader record for the emergence of modern humans, and argue for
the special importance to modern human origins of the confluence
of shellfish and the rich geophytic foods of the Cape Floral Region.

The sediments and timing of occupations at PP13B

Descriptions of the excavations and dating of the sediments at
PP13B are described in four other papers in this volume (Bernatchez,
2010; Jacobs, 2010; Marean et al., 2010; Karkanas and Goldberg,
2010) so here I provide a brief overview. Figure 2 shows a plan of
the cave, the grid, and the three excavation areas. Our excavations,
begun in 2000 (Marean et al., 2004), sampled the cave in three
locations so as to intercept what we anticipated to be sediment
stacks of different age. The sediments have received a fair amount of
erosion and disturbance, revealing some sections (such as in the
Northeast area) and likely cutting stratigraphic connections
between some or all of the areas. To date our excavations have not
connected the three areas, primarily becausewe think that the three
areas are nowhere stratigraphically connected, but also because
such connective excavations would remove a large amount of sedi-
ment that, in our opinion, should be preserved for future scientists.

Excavations were conducted in 50� 50 cm quadrants within
squares. All observed finds were plotted in three dimensions to
total station and computer. We excavate within thin natural lenses
(stratigraphic units) and these are later grouped into stratigraphic
aggregates (layers). All material is sieved through a 10e5e1.5 mm
nested wet sieve using fresh water. Table 1 provides a list of the
stratigraphic aggregates with conservative age estimates drawn
from all our dating techniques, and Figure 3 presents these on
a timeline. As is clear, PP13B samples snapshots of human occu-
pation from w162e90 ka, at which time the cave was sealed to
further occupation until w40 ka, when it opened once again but
was not regularly occupied.
excavations. Contours are in meters.



Table 1
Adjusted age ranges for all stratigraphic aggregates at PP13B and assignment to
marine isotope stagesa

Stratigraphic
aggregate

Area Adjusted
minimum

Adjusted
maximum

Comments

Surface sediments Western 0 0 Recent
Surface sediments Eastern 0 0 Recent
Re-Deposited

Disturbance
Eastern 0 0 Recent

Northeast Cut Fill Western 2 2.6 Recent
South Pit Fill Western 0 39 Probably recent
Truncation Fill Eastern 35 39 May be minimum

estimate
LC-MSA Upper

Flowstone
Northeastern 39 92 MIS 5c to MIS 3

LC-MSA Upper
(Upper Dune)

Northeastern 91 98 MIS 5c

LB Sand 1 Western 91 94 MIS 5c
DB Sand 2 Western 91 102 MIS 5c
LB Sand 2 Western 91 102 MIS 5c
DB Sand 3 Western 91 102 MIS 5c
Shelly Brown Sand/

Upper Roof Spall
Eastern 91 98 MIS 5c

Lower Roof Spall Eastern 106 114 MIS 5d
LBG Sand Western 94 134 2 occupations MIS

5d and MIS 5e
LC-MSA Upper

(Lower Dune)
Northeastern 115 133 MIS 5d

LC-MSA Middle Northeastern 120 130 MIS 5e
DB Sand 4a Western 117 166 Early MIS 6
LBG Sand 2 Western 117 166 Early MIS 6
DB Sand 4b Western 152 166 Early MIS 6
LBG Sand 3 Western 152 349 Early MIS 6
DB Sand 4c Western 152 349 Early MIS 6
LBG Sand 4 Western 152 349 Early MIS 6
LC-MSA Lower Northeastern 153 174 Early MIS 6
LB-Silt Western 152 349 Likely MIS 11
Laminated Facies Western 349 414 Likely MIS 11
Bouder Facies Western 349 unknown MIS 11 or before
Bedrock All areas 349 unknown MIS 11 or before

a See Marean et al. (2010) for details on the ages and stratigraphy.
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PP13B and the time and place for the origins of modern
humans

The genetic and fossil evidence points to Africa as the continent
for the origins of modern humans. The fossil evidence now includes
a set of fossil hominins dated between 200 and 100 ka classified as
Homo sapiens, that while within the range of variation for
H. sapiens, fall on the far edge of that variation and are compara-
tively robust (Clark et al., 2003;White et al., 2003; McDougall et al.,
2005; Smith et al., 2007). Numerous older (summarized by Lahr
and Foley [1998]) and more recent genetic studies (Ingman et al.,
2000; Fagundes et al., 2007; Gonder et al., 2007; Tishkoff et al.,
2007; Behar et al., 2008) using different techniques and sample
sets consistently point to the time between 200 and 100 ka as the
origin point for the modern human lineage, indicating concordance
in the genetic and fossil results. However, it is important to
recognize that the fossil hominins currently sampled from Ethiopia
and North Africa in this time interval may not be on the lineage
identified in the genetic record as leading to modern humans.

One consistent result of the genetic studies is the recognition
that modern humans have relatively low genetic diversity that is
best explained by one or more population bottlenecks (Harpending
et al., 1993; Rogers and Jorde, 1995; Harpending and Rogers, 2000;
Marth et al., 2003), and most studies now recognize at least two
major bottlenecks. The second later bottleneck, dated to between
70 and 50 ka, occurred within non-African lineages and almost
certainly was associated with an initial migration of modern
humans out of Africa. Of particular interest here, however, is a prior
bottleneck associated with the species origin point recently esti-
mated at 144 ka (103,535e185,642 ka 95% CI; Fagundes et al.,
2007), 194.3� 32.5 ka (Gonder et al., 2007), and 203�12.6 ka
(Behar et al., 2008). Fagundes et al. (2007) estimate the effective
population of that bottleneck at w600 ka (76e1,620 95% CI). All of
these estimates are remarkably close to earlier estimates (see
summary in Lahr and Foley [1998]). A simulation by Rogers (in
Ambrose [1998]) suggests that this bottlenecked population was
a single contiguous breeding group in one region, since if this
population sampled a broad range of populations across Africa the
original genetic variation would have been preserved. These
genetic results graduate us to a more focused debate, leaving
behind the debates over multiregional continuity versus single
origins. New important questions aredwhat region within Africa
gave rise to modern humans, when did it occur, why in that area,
and what were the conditions for that evolutionary event? The
fossil and archaeological results have a key role to play in this
research endeavor. We can combine the estimates of age and
population size from the genetic studies with the paleoclimate and
paleoenvironmental data to develop hypotheses for the probable
locations of this progenitor population. These then act as targeting
hypotheses for paleoanthropological fieldwork and make relevant
the need to place our fieldwork results in the context of this search,
as I do here for PP13B.

The genetic record and its paleoclimatic context

The fossil and genetic record summarized above shows us that
MIS 6 is a key global paleoclimatic event for modern human origins
(Lahr and Foley,1998). MIS 6 is one of the longest and coldest glacial
periods recorded (Petit et al., 1999; EPICA Community Members,
2004), lasting from roughly 195e123 ka, at which time global
conditions warmed appreciably and sea levels rose abruptly
(Hearty et al., 2007). The paleoclimatic and paleoenvironmental
record of sub-Saharan Africa shows that, with some regional
exceptions, Africa responds to glacial periods with aridity resulting
in expanded deserts and arid lands, while interglacials result in
wetter climates and greater amounts of woody vegetation
(Hamilton, 1982; Deacon and Lancaster, 1988). This consistent
relationship has been more recently predicted by climate models
(Hetherington et al., 2008; Carto et al., 2009). The southwestern
Cape is a potential exception since some paleoenvironmental
records that postdate 20 ka suggest that the winter rainfall zone
may have remained moist during the Last Glacial Maximum (LGM;
Chase and Meadows, 2007). The paleoenvironmental imprint of
MIS 6 on African terrestrial ecosystems is not well known (Marean
and Assefa, 2005), but given the relationship between glacial
conditions and more arid environments noted above, it is widely
expected that most of Africa would have been drier than today and,
of course, colder. There is some support for this in the form of
pollen cores off theWest African coast (Dupont et al., 2000), but it is
important to note that MIS 6 was highly variable and still not well
known in Africa. Figure 4 shows a paleovegetation model for Africa
based on the LGM redrawn from Adams (1997). While MIS 6 and
the LGM undoubtedly differed in specifics, and the much longer
MIS 6 was highly variable, the isotopic similarity between MIS 6
(particularly just before MIS 5e) and the LGM may provide a start-
ing model. Note that under glacial conditions Africa’s major arid
lands and deserts (the Namib, Kalahari, and Sahara) likely
expanded, cutting off possible avenues for movements of individ-
uals and groups. There is now good evidence that during MIS 6
Egypt and the Negev were hyper arid, effectively putting a cork in
Africa’s one land based exit point (Jennifer et al., 2004; Vaks et al.,
2007).



Fig. 3. The age of occupations at PP13B relative to global climate as reflected by EPICA dD record (EPICA Community Members, 2004) compared to several other important south
coast sites. Age spreads of other sites include PP5e6 (currently under excavation by the SACP4 project; Brown et al., 2009), Blombos Cave (Henshilwood et al., 2002, 2004; Jacobs
et al., 2006, 2008), and Klasies River (Deacon and Geleijnse, 1988; Deacon, 2001; Jacobs et al., 2008).
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During maximum glacial conditions of MIS 6, it is probable that
H. sapiens populations were rather small, resulting in virtual
archaeological invisibility (Lahr and Foley, 1998; Marean and
Assefa, 2005). More recently, various authors have taken this
further and hypothesized (based on the LGM model) that during
MIS 6 much of Africa would have been unfavorable to settlement
due to hyper aridity and that certain areas (the Magreb, Ethiopia,
central Africa, and coastal South Africa) could have been refugia
(Marean, 2008; Basell, 2008). However, as Figure 4 shows, the LGM
model predicts that much of sub-Saharan Africa was grassland and
certainly with Holocene type stone age technologies these areas
would have been habitable. At this time, we do not know the
vegetation composition of much of this modeled grassland during
MIS 6, but there are two crucial questions we need to address. First,
how much precipitation did this area receive? That is currently
unknown and requires focused paleoenvironmental research
(both empirical and modeling). And second, did MIS 6 age
hunteregatherers have water carrying and storage technology?
Recent results document ostrich egg containers by 65 ka (Texier
et al., 2010) and leather based technologies are always a possi-
bility. Any water carrying technology would have been a break-
through technology that had profound influence on mobility and
dispersal abilities. With water container technology, arid regions
may have been open to settlement, use, and dispersal.

Keeping in mind these caveats, the LGM model coupled to the
rarity of MIS 6 age sites suggest that MIS 6 African populations
existed in isolation and under rather acute environmental stress for
a significant period of time, creating excellent conditions for rapid
evolution and population splitting (Lahr and Foley, 1998). More
generally, cold periods should be times of increased vicariance in
nonflying, water dependent species in Africa. The genetic records
preserve several patterns that should relate to these paleoclimatic
and paleoenvironmental events, such as bottlenecks and the
lineage divergences reflected in estimates of the time to most



Fig. 4. A vegetation model of Africa during maximum glacial conditions and the south
coast potential paleoscape available during maximum glacial conditions. (A) vegeta-
tion model of the Last Glacial Maximimum redrawn from Adams (1997), and (B) a 3D
model of the offshore platform from the paleoscape model (Fisher et al., 2010).
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recent common ancestor. Given the relationship between
decreasing temperature and increasing continental aridity in Africa,
cold periods should be times when African populations bottleneck
and split, while warm intervals should see periods of population
expansion and lack of splitting events. Recent studies of non-
hominin lineages have begun to explore this relationship (Kryger
et al., 2004). In Figure 5, I have plotted lineage divergence dates
for Africa’s most ancient genetic lineages (mostly people who were
recently hunteregatherers) as published by Gonder et al. (2007)
and Behar et al. (2008) against the EPICA (Lambert et al., 2008)
deuterium record as a proxy for southern hemisphere temperature.
In these data sets, the modern human lineage origin point falls at
the beginning of MIS 6 or just before, and there is a cluster of
divergences within MIS 6, particularly near the end of MIS 6 when
global temperatures are rather cold. The Gonder et al. (2007) data
set shows a lack of points when global temperatures warm
appreciably during MIS 5e, while the Behar et al. (2008) data set
shows this pattern somewhat less strongly, and then both data sets
show a second set of divergences as the EPICA record displays
global cooling. These data suggest, assuming the divergence age
estimates are accurate, that African bottlenecks and lineage split-
ting near the modern human origin point are influenced by orbi-
tally forced cold pulses.

These results illustrate the essential importance of a synthetic
approach to modern human origins that juxtaposes the genetic,
fossil, archaeological, paleoclimate, and paleoenvironmental
records. For the field paleoanthropologist, this approach offers
targeting hypotheses for fieldwork as we seek to intercept these
small ancient populations at the root of our lineage. The material
residues of these glacial populations have remained rather elusive
to paleoanthropologists, probably due to the small population sizes
and the consequent sparse archaeological and paleontological
footprint (Marean and Assefa, 2005). In 1998, Lahr and Foley noted
that “We are left with an almost complete lack of paleoanthropo-
logical evidence that can be attributed with certainty to stage 6”
(168). Our data set has not improved dramatically, but PP13B is
a site added to this rather exclusive list and documents adapta-
tions already expanded to coastal resources, ochre use, bladelet
production, and complex technologies such as heat treatment. I
hypothesize below that the south coast of the Cape Floral Region
was likely the location of the progenitor population during MIS 6
and that our excavations at PP13B may have intercepted that
population as it targeted the core of its mobility system at the
coastline/Cape flora intersection.

While the data to test any hypothesis for the location of this
progenitor population currently do not exist, it is possible to define
what those data are and the disciplines theywill come from: (1) the
archaeological record for the region should show continuous
occupation through MIS 6; (2) the archaeological record should
show some signs of cognitive complexity; (3) when the fossil
samples are large enough, fossils from the region of the progenitor
population should be phenetically closer to modern human pop-
ulations than other regions; and (4) if ancient DNA can be extracted
from these fossils, they should fall on the modern human lineage
while that from other regions will not.

The Cape Floral Region, shellfish, and the location of the
progenitor population

Now widely classified as the Cape Floral Region (CFR), the CFR
has many special characteristics (Cowling, 1992; Goldblatt, 1997;
Cowling and Lombard, 2002; Goldblatt and Manning, 2002). It
has nearly 9,000 plant species within a relatively small 90,000 km2

region, making its diversity near to that of tropical rainforests with
larger area, rainfall, and energy. It has the highest diversity of
endemic floral taxa (69%), while being geographically surrounded
by a relatively species depauperate tropical flora (Cowling and
Lombard, 2002; Goldblatt and Manning, 2002; Manning, 2008;
Cowling et al., 2009). A large portion of the CFR is composed of
the Fynbos Biome and the dominant two vegetation types are
fynbos and renosterveld, of which the former is dominant. Renos-
terveld is restricted to high nutrient soils on shales, while fynbos is
typical of lower nutrient soils on the leached limestone and
quartzite that dominates the region. Both are dominated by mainly
low height, non-sprouting (post fire) shrubs with limited dispersal,
few grasses, and very few trees. In a rather unusual situation for
a lowland, many of the grasses follow the C3 photosynthetic
pathway (Vogel et al., 1978). The fynbos, which has higher diversity
to the west and lower diversity to the east (Cowling and Proches,
2005), is widely argued to result from a combination of predomi-
nantly winter rainfall (in the west), regular fire, and low nutrient
and thin soils. Such conditions characterize other ‘Mediterranean-
climate’ biomes that lack the CFR’s diversity, so there has been
widespread interest in determining what ‘special-conditions’
resulted in the CFR, with authors suggesting special regional
climate and edaphic factors (Goldblatt andManning, 2002), relative
climatic stability and great age (Rebelo et al., 2006), the influence of
fire (Cowling,1992), progressive aridification since the lateMiocene
(Linder and Hardy, 2004), and gradual development of topo-
edaphic heterogeneity (Cowling et al., 2009). For the sake of
simplicity and consistency, I will refer to the fynbos and renos-
terveld as the “Cape flora.”

Of particular importance to hunteregatherers, the diversity of
geophytes in the Cape flora is extremely high (17% of all species), far
exceeding other Mediterranean climate biomes (Cowling and
Proches, 2005; Proches et al., 2005), which are in general diverse
in geophytes due to the frequency of fire and the long hot dry
summers. Various authors have pointed to the likely significance of
geophytes in hominin diet (Hatley and Kappelman, 1980;
Wrangham et al., 1999), and it is well documented that geophytes
are a preferred food source for hunteregatherers (Vincent, 1984,



Fig. 5. The divergence times for ancient African lineages compared to climate change. The time to most recent common ancestor age estimates for ancient African lineages by (A)
Gonder et al. (2007) and (B) Behar et al. (2008). (C) Southern Hemisphere climate as reflected by the EPICA dD record (EPICA Community Members, 2004).
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1985) and figure prominently in the diets of Khoi-San peoples of
the Southern Africa subregion (Tanaka, 1969; Lee, 1979). The
remains of geophytes are commonly found in LSA archaeological
sediments (Parkington, 1980, 1981). Their main positive attributes
include a high yield of carbohydrate, temporal predictability, and
a relative lack of competitors for humans compared to above
ground fruits, nuts, and seeds.

On the west coast, Parkington (2001: 330) has argued that the
“poor and seasonal resources of the near coastal landscape”
created an impoverished environment that pushed people to the
more productive intertidal resources. Modern records and Holo-
cene faunal assemblages show that the CFR is relatively low in
large mammal diversity, being dominated by small bodied
browsers (Klein, 1983), largely as a result of the relatively poor
forage. So it is likely that the Cape flora has never been an
outstanding environment for large mammal huntingdthe species
that predominate there and are available for hunting include small
antelope, hyrax, dune mole rats, and tortoises. However, on the
south coast Parkington’s characterization of the carbohydrate
foods is unlikely to hold. Seasonality on the south coast is reduced
due to the bimodel rainfall and warming influence of the Agulhas
Current, while the west coast has a much more seasonal and
harsher climate.

The CFR is distributed in a long thin line (Fig. 1) hugging one of
the richest coastlines in the world (Branch and Branch, 1992;
Bustamante and Branch, 1996), at the confluence of the Benguela
Upwelling and the Agulhas Current (Lutjeharms et al., 2001), which
creates a varying oceanic environment fromwest (cold water, lower
diversity, greater biomass) to east (warmer water, increasing
diversity, lower biomass). The south coast provides a diverse and
dense shellfish population on the rocky intertidal zones of the
quartzitic sandstones of the Table Mountain Group (TMS) and
coastal beach rocks and aeolianites, as well as sandy beach species.
Once a forager expands their diet to shellfish, the south coast
provides an excellent protein source in the form of shellfish. Other
protein sources are available as well, including Cape Fur seal, which
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can be hunted at onshore rookeries or scavenged from washups
(Parkington, 1976, 1977; Marean, 1986a, b). A diverse rocky shore-
line fish population rounds out the marine offerings (van der Elst,
2000) and sea birds are available for hunting and as washups
(Avery, 1987).

Shellfish densities are immune to aridity and biomass increases
as ocean temperatures decrease across the south coast (Branch and
Branch, 1992). Geophytes are well adapted to arid conditions, and
the high endemic diversity of this group in the CFR, and its most
arid component the Succulent Karoo, shows clearly that geophytes
were always abundant even during the harshest climate cycles
(Proches et al., 2005, 2006). The geographic confluence of the
diverse Cape flora geophytes and coastal shellfish provide a unique
(for Africa) rich co-association of carbohydrate and protein that
even during cold dry conditions of MIS 6 would have continued to
be productive and predictable, unlike other African floral and
faunal biomes from interior locations. This produced a singularly
rich refuge zone for early modern humans during MIS 6 on the
south coast. I call this the Cape Flora-South Coast Model for the
origins of modern humans (Marean, 2008). However, it is impor-
tant to note that the current landscape and seascape of the south
coast is a poor analog for MSA times, as coastal position and
vegetation responded to global climate change.

In an effort led by Erich Fisher (Marean et al., 2007; Fisher
et al., 2010), the South African Coast Paleoclimate, Paleoenviron-
ment, Paleoecology, Paleoanthropology Project (SACP4) has
developed a high resolution 3D model of the offshore platform
and landscape (the paleoscape model). This allows us to generate
accurate and precise estimates of the distance and placement of
the coastline at 1.5 ka increments through the last 420,000 years,
and to develop good models of the now submerged paleoscape.
The current landscape must be viewed as a neocoastline with the
past having a continuous set of paleocoastlines moving in and out
of the reach of people inhabiting the current set of neocoastline
sites. Since this shifting coastline holds a set of highly valuable
marine resources, coastal archaeologists worldwide have faced the
challenge of juxtaposing archaeological occupations against the
position of those shifting coastlines (Parkington, 1981; Erlandson,
1988; Bailey et al., 2007). Our paleoscape model shows us that the
coastline was at times as far away as 90 km during glacial maxima,
and through MIS 6 to MIS 2, with the exception of the MIS 5e high
sea level, there was continually a flat featureless plain to the south
of the current neocoastline that was typically several kilometers
wide. Our high resolution speleothem record, dated between
90e53 ka (Bar-Matthews et al., 2010), suggests that during colder
periods in this time span, as the sea level dropped, Pinnacle Point
and the surrounding south coast received more summer rain and
the neocoastline was enveloped in more C4 grassy vegetation that
likely had a stronger eastern character with increased diversity
and density of trees. The Cape flora of C3 grasses and evergreen
hard leafed shrubs may have followed the coastline out onto the
Agulhas Bank and was concentrated at the coast. How did the
hunteregatherers at Pinnacle Point exploit that shifting
landscape?

A model for occupation of the south coast

Discussions of coastal settlement in South Africa must start with
Parkington’s “seasonal mobility model” for the west coast
(Parkington, 1976, 1980, 1981). Parkington used ecological poten-
tialities, ethnography of South African coastal hunteregatherers,
and patterns in faunal, floral, and lithic remains to argue that
Holocene LSA hunteregatherers moved between the coast and
interior on a seasonal basis. He argued their goal was to avoid red
tides at the coast and to optimize the returns of foods that
expressed themselves in a seasonal pattern in the coast versus the
Cape Folded Belt. The model has a simple test implication for
skeletal isotope chemistrydskeletons of people who died at the
coast should have diets similar to those who die in the interior,
since the isotopic signature is an average over many years. Sealy’s
(Sealy and Van der Merwe, 1987, 1992; Parkington et al., 1988)
isotopic analysis revealed the opposite patterndcoastal skeletons
and interior skeletons had discordant isotope values, with the
former suggesting a diet rich in marine foods and the latter one
poor in marine foods.

Tropical hunteregatherers typically utilize mobility systems
that combine a rather large annual home range (the area used by
a band within a year) and a small daily foraging radius (the area
surrounding a residential site that can be exploited in one daily
trip; Binford, 1980, 1982; Kelly, 1995). The ethnographic and
archaeological data from the Southern African subregion document
a predominance of mobility systems where the use of space around
a residential site (camp or home base) is typified by daily foraging
trips defined by what a person can walk out and back in one day,
generally 8e12 km, and this is well illustrated in Khoi-San
ethnography (Lee, 1968, 1972; Tanaka, 1980; Silberbauer, 1981).
Parkington’s model emphasizes an annual home range that shifted
seasonally over long distances, shifting the diet with it frommarine
to terrestrial. An alternative model (Marean, 2010) is that hunter-
egatherers on the coast targeted their primary residential core at
the Cape flora/paleocoastline strip throughout the year to maxi-
mize the returns of the geophytes and shellfish. It predicts that
annual mobility did not shift dramatically between coast and
mountains or interior on a seasonal basis, as hypothesized by Par-
kington, but rather shifted short distances between the interior
during neap tides to directly on the coastline during spring tides.
The predicted diet would include marine foods all year round. The
primary driving force for this pattern is the differing returns of
shellfish offered by spring and neap tides. The details are described
elsewhere (Marean, 2010) and summarized here.

The shellfish that hunteregatherers typically exploit are
predominantly intertidal taxa (Erlandson, 2001). Tidal variation
occurs at several levels, but here I focus on the lunar month
(spring and neap tides) and lunar day (low and high tides).
Maximum lunar monthly variation is classified into spring and
neap tides, which are driven by lunar position relative to the sun.
When the sun and moon align, their gravitational forces are
additive and spring tides occur where the low tide is very low and
the high tide is very high. Spring tides correspond to full and new
moons. When the sun and moon are not aligned, their gravita-
tional force is subtractive, resulting in neap tides that hover more
tightly around the mid-tidal (mean sea level) mark. With gradual
offshore platforms during spring low tides, substantial areas of the
intertidal zone are revealed, and these are the most productive
and safest shellfish collecting times (Meehan, 1982; Lasiak and
Dye, 1989; Kyle et al., 1997; de Boer et al., 2002). In rocky
shores, even foraging during spring lows requires vigilance for
waves in the lowest exposed areas (Lower Balanoid zone and
below). A neap tide forager must target a narrow band of
productivity that is subject to sudden wave onset.

Ethnographic accounts of hunteregatherers documents that
shellfish collecting is typically done by women and children with
a strong preference and sometimes exclusive use of low spring tide
shellfish collection (Bigalke, 1973; Meehan, 1982; Hockey and
Alison, 1986; de Boer et al., 2002). My modern observations of
ease of access and safety of exploitation of South African south
coast rocky intertidal zones shows that only spring tides present
safe and easy access to rocky intertidal taxa. Shellfish return rates,
and thus the value of a coastal residential site, rises and falls with
the moon and tides. The returns of most terrestrial resources are
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seasonally driven and not subject to lunar patterns, so over a lunar
month coastal location return rates fluctuate by lunar month
around seasonally fluctuating terrestrial locations. Coastal placed
residential sites inhabited during neap tides will have relatively low
shellfish return rates, while coastal sites inhabited during spring
tides will have relatively high return rates. Foragers should
schedule visits to coastal residential sites at times during the lunar
month when spring tides are present, and then move slightly
inland during neaps to broaden the size of the exploitable terres-
trial area. Such a pattern of land use fits well with the isotope
results found by Sealy (discussed above) since the forager is
receiving a steady diet of marine foods all year.

An implication is that the archaeologically elusive MIS 6 pop-
ulation was small and linearly spread at the Cape flora/paleo-
coastline intersection, and over time followed the shifting coastline
across the Agulhas Bank as sea level rose and fell. The material
signatures of this pattern of paleoscape occupation should be clear.
When the paleocoastline is within w10 km of a neocoastal site, we
would expect the following: (1) the density of occupation should be
high; (2) people will use the sites as residential bases for more
prolonged periods of time; (3) shellfish will be present and dense;
(4) lithic artifacts will be dense; (5) terrestrial faunawill be dense as
well, even though shellfish collection is a key part of the diet, men
will still hunt; and (6) evidence for ritual should also be greater.
I draw this last expectation from the ethnography of the San (Lee,
1979) that shows that the residential site and central hearth area is
typically the focus of regular ritual activity, although it is important
to note that hunteregatherers also often have special ritualized
locations separate from public residential sites. When the paleo-
coastline is more than 10 km from a current neocoastal site, the
neocoastal site should: (1) receive only intermittent occupation, or
perhaps be abandoned all together; (2) people will use the sites as
Table 2
The main stratigraphic units at PP13 ordered from oldest (bottom) to youngest (top), their
Stage, and summary information that is continued in Table 3

Stratigraphic
aggregate

Analytic units Excavation
area

Marine Isotop
Stage

Truncation Fill Truncation Fill Western MIS 3
LB Sand 1 LB Sand 1 Western Late MIS 5c
DB Sand 2 Upper Dark Brown

Sand units
Western Late MIS 5c

LB Sand 2 Upper Dark Brown
Sand units

Western Late MIS 5c

DB Sand 3 Upper Dark Brown
Sand units

Western Late MIS 5c

Shelly Brown Sand Shelly Brown Sand/
Upper Roof Spall

Eastern Early MIS 5c

Upper Roof Spall Shelly Brown Sand/
Upper Roof Spall

Eastern Early MIS 5c

Lower Roof Spall Lower Roof Spall Eastern MIS 5d
LBG Sand 1 Lower Dark Brown

Sand units
Western 2 occupations

5d and MIS 5e
LC-MSA Upper LC-MSA Upper Northeastern MIS 5e
LC-MSA Middle LC-MSA Middle Northeastern Transition MIS

to MIS 5e
DB Sand 4a Lower Dark Brown

Sand units
Western Middle MIS 6

LBG Sand 2 Lower Dark Brown
Sand units

Western Middle MIS 6

DB Sand 4b Lower Dark Brown
Sand units

Western Middle MIS 6

LBG Sand 3 Lower Dark Brown
Sand units

Western Middle MIS 6

DB Sand 4c Lower Dark Brown
Sand units

Western Middle MIS 6

LC-MSA Lower LC-MSA Lower Northeastern Middle MIS 6
LB-Silt Basal units Western Likely MIS 11
Laminated Facies Basal units Western Likely MIS 11
residential bases for short periods of time; (3) shellfish will be rare
to absent; (4) lithic artifact densities will be low; (5) terrestrial
faunal densities will be low as well because people are simply not
using the site frequently and for long periods; and (6) evidence for
ritual will be rather low.

I intend this model to operate most strongly when populations
are small, and less strongly when populations are large and begin to
expand into less favored parts of the paleoscape. As the small
populations of MIS 6 began to expand during MIS 5, the paleoscape
very likely began to pack tighter with people, and some populations
were forced to expand their ranges into less desirable habitats;
eventually such ranges would be cut off from access to the sea and
may have become totally terrestrial in character. Particularly harsh
climate cycles like the LGM may have reset the process, driving
population numbers down or forcing strong intensification. Coastal
locations were probably always highly valued and ranked, but I
would expect that as populations expanded two rather separate
marine and terrestrial adaptations took shape and are reflected in
the Holocene skeletal isotope signals.

The record at PP13B, combined with the age of the stratigraphic
aggregates and the distance to the coastline as modeled by the
paleoscape model (Fisher et al., 2010), allows us to examine the
goodness of fit between these predictions and the archaeological
record (Table 2). I will now review the record from PP13B, with the
dual goal of providing a synthetic overview from the papers pre-
sented in this special issue, but also to compare that record to the
predictions provided above. In the years to come, as we fill out the
record at Pinnacle Point with the addition of the other sites under
study from other time intervals, we should be able to provide an
even more comprehensive examination of the variation in the way
MSA people used this location relative to the changing nature of the
coastline through time.
placement in the site relative to excavation area, their assignment to Marine Isotope

e Mean distance
to coast, m

Shellfish
dominance

Beauty
shells

Primary
core reduction

w10,000 Donax 1 Rare
2275 Perna perna 0 Abundant
2275 Perna perna 0 Abundant

2275 Perna perna 0 Abundant

2275 Perna perna 0 Abundant

1101 Donax 0 Rare

1101 Donax/Perna 5 Rare

1612 Donax 1 Rare
MIS Cannot be

resolved
Trace amount 0 Abundant

386 Perna perna 0 Rare
6 386 Perna perna 0 Rare

25,589 Trace amount 0 Abundant

25,589 Trace amount 0 Abundant

25,589 Trace amount 0 Abundant

25,589 Trace amount 0 Abundant

25,589 None 0 Abundant

5903 Perna perna 0 Rare
? Trace amount 0 Absent
? Trace amount 0 Absent
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The faunal record at PP13B

Terrestrial fauna

Thompson (2007, 2010) provides a detailed taphonomic and
behavioral analysis of the PP13B assemblage. Rector and Reed
(2010) describe the taxonomically identifiable sample (primarily
teeth and horn cores) and conduct a paleoecological analysis of
PP13B and the hyena den of PP30 that dates tow151 ka. Matthews
et al. (2009) provide an analysis of the micromammal assemblage.
The taxonomically identifiable sample from PP13B is rather small,
while the postcranial, large mammal sample is large. Thompson
(2010) finds that people were the dominant accumulator of all
the stratigraphic aggregates at PP13B and there is only minor
evidence for carnivores and raptors as significant accumulators. The
micromammals were accumulated primarily by owls (Matthews
et al., 2009). Only two other South African MSA assemblages (Die
Kelders Cave 1 [DK1] and Blombos) have been studied from simi-
larly unbiased collections and analyzed with the same inclusions of
shaft fragments and comprehensive surface modification study
(Marean et al., 2000a; Thompson, 2007). DK1 shows substantial
raptor accumulation of the small bovids, while Blombos does not.
Carnivores are rare throughout the PP13B sequence and the taph-
onomic analysis shows that their influence as agents of accumu-
lation or destruction was minor, differing substantially from DK1.
There is significant density mediated destruction to the PP13B
assemblage, as less dense elements and portions are relatively rare,
and shaft portions provide the highest MNE estimates. Given the
rarity of carnivore activity, this destruction is almost certainly due
to sedimentary processes.

Ungulate taxa dominate the assemblage at PP13B, more so than
any other MSA site currently published, making up w98% of the
fauna by NISP. Small mammals such as hyrax, spring hare, and dune
mole rat, which are super abundant (thousands to tens of thou-
sands of individuals) at some MSA sites, are present only in trace
amounts at PP13B. Tortoises are also rare, while they are abundant
at many other MSA sites, and often super abundant. Unlike other
MSA and LSA sites in the Cape where all the tortoises are assigned
to angulate tortoise, Thompson (2010) has been able to confidently
identify three taxa (the pancake tortoise makes up 27% and the
angulate 73%). The taphonomic analysis of the tortoise remains
suggests that the tortoises at PP13B were collected mostly by
people. Such taphonomic analyses have not been applied to the
tortoises at DK1, Blombos (Henshilwood et al., 2001b), and Yster-
fontein (Halkett et al., 2003; Avery et al., 2008) where tortoises are
more abundant and all are assigned to the angulate tortoise. It is
possible that a detailed taphonomic analysis of the tortoises at
those sites may reveal a complex pattern of agent of accumulation,
but we will need to await such studies. These results suggest that
MSA people at PP13B were eschewing the small animals and
focusing their hunting on the ungulates, and more specifically on
bovids.

There are some slight changes in the distribution of ungulates of
different sizes through time; MIS 6 deposits have more large taxa
than the MIS 5, while size 1 ungulates (using Brain, 1981) are more
common in the MIS 5 deposits. This could reflect a change in the
ungulate communities in response to climatic differences between
the cooler MIS 6 and the warmer MIS 5, since smaller taxa are more
common in the shrubby environments expected with warmer
conditions. A confounding pattern is that the skeletal fragments of
larger taxa aremore common in the back (Western area) of the cave
than in the front (Eastern and Northeastern areas), and Thompson
(2010) suggests this may result from site maintenance.

The taxonomic analysis (Rector and Reed, 2010) of the large
mammals shows that antelope in the assemblage are a mix of size 1
through size 4 species, and no species or body size is over-
whelmingly predominant. The micromammals are dominated by
Otomys, and the overall species diversity for all the occupations is
low relative to other coastal sites. There are nomajor changes in the
large mammal and micromammal species representation through
the sequence, although it is important to note that the taxonomi-
cally identifiable sample of PP13B is rather small. There is some
suggestion from themicromammals that the areawas slightlymore
arid during MIS 6. Raphicerus (size 1) are present but not common,
and these are the species that predominate in human accumulated
assemblages from modern areas with Cape flora (Klein, 1983).
Antidorcas is present but not particularly common. Some large
grassland species are present such as hartebeest, wildebeest, and
Cape buffalo, and these are species not anticipated to be common in
Cape flora locations today, nor are they typical of late Holocene
fynbos assemblages (Klein, 1983). However, these taxa are common
in other MIS 5e2 faunas from the south coast. The hartebeest/
wildebeest/springbok association clearly documents the presence
of grasses and open habitats within the foraging radius of the
hunters and Raphicerus suggests there is some shrubby vegetation.

Pinnacle Point 30 (PP30), a brown hyena den (Rector and Reed,
2010), accumulated fairly rapidlyw151 ka and so is somewhat later
in age than the LC-MSA Lower occupation, but overlaps with the
Lower Dark Brown Sand units. PP30 shows a similar faunal suite,
suggesting a similar environmental signal, except with more
diversity and substantial portions of Damaliscus, Redunca, and to
a lesser extent blue antelope. Indeed, fauna from PP30 represents
a mammalian community from a shrubland/grassland, very much
in accord with an interface between a broader grassy coastal plain
and a shrubbier habitat associated with the rocky hilly area around
Pinnacle Point. It is unclear if the slight differences in species
representation between PP13B and PP30 result from the different
accumulating agents (humans and brown hyenas, respectively) or
from differing paleoenvironmental conditions. PP30 is a much
larger sample, so it is possible that the greater diversity is partially
driven by the sample size effect (Grayson, 1984).

All the analyzed occupations reflect faunal communities from
environments including grassland and shrubland. The MIS 5e3
fauna from Klasies River shows a similar mix of shrubland and
grassland species (Klein, 1983). The substantial addition of open
habitat species and grazers to the shrubland species is the key
defining difference between these MIS 5e3 faunas and the Holo-
cene faunas of the Cape. I think it likely that two key factors
provided this addition of open and grazing habitats: an exposed
Agulhas plain and stronger summer rain.

The paleoscape model (Fisher et al., 2010) shows us that for the
vast majority of MIS 6e2, a wide featureless coastal plain stretched
from the east to west coast between the neocoastline and the
paleocoastline. Using the paleoscape model, we can estimate the
amount of newly exposed landmass at different time slices, along
with the distance to the coast (Table 2). As an example of the
magnitude of these changes, the paleoscape had an additional
w10,000 km2 at 167 ka, w62,000 km2 at 140 ka, and w4,000 km2

at 95 ka. Our recently published speleothem record (Bar-Matthews
et al., 2010) shows that during the stronger cooling phases of MIS
5e3, the south coast received significantly stronger amounts of
summer rain coincident with an expansion of C4 grasses. This
stronger summer rain would have allowed the expansion of more
trees, as well as C4 grasses, both mostly excluded from winter
rainfall areas. We have argued that the most parsimonious expla-
nation is the grassy fynbos/thicket vegetation, currently found to
the east, expanded west on the south coast, and likely blanketed
the exposed Agulhas Bank with a C4 grass and woodland mosaic.
This combination of vegetation and mostly featureless east-west
plain provided an ancient, and now extinct, grazing ecosystem,
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possibly with the system migrating east to catch the summer rains
and west for the winter rains. Currently neocoastal sites like
Pinnacle Point, Klasies River, and Nelson Bay Cave provided resi-
dential bases from which hunters could target this system, while
still exploiting the shrubbier species around the cliffs and valleys. I
think the consistent dual grassland and shrubland character of
these MIS 6e2 faunas reflects predators, either hyenas or people,
exploiting both the shrubby vegetation at the cliffs and coast and
the migration ecosystemmade possible by the exposed continental
shelf. It seems likely that the rapid sea level rise at the beginning of
the Holocene obliterated this migration ecosystem and contributed
strongly to the extinction of many of these taxa.

The marine fauna

The shellfish remains are reported by Jerardino and Marean
(2010) and the marine mammal remains in Thompson (2007,
2010). Fish bones are present as only a trace and have not been
studied. Marine mammals (generally dominated by seals) are
uncommon at PP13B, which is typical of MSA sites, but the sample
size is even lower than at other MSA sites. There does not appear to
be any change in seal abundance through time. Seals can be
attained through three means in South Africa: (1) either by hunting
at rookeries, (2) very rarely catching a seal resting on the rocks, or
(3) scavenging of washups (Parkington, 1976; Marean, 1986a, b).
Today, at Pinnacle Point we encounter washups maybe once during
a two month field season, but at this time we do not have any
systematic records of washups along this coast and seal pop-
ulations today are far reduced from overhunting. The rarity of seals
at PP13B is somewhat surprising given that there are some periods
when the occupants were collecting marine resources as indicated
by the shellfish. Overall, in MSA deposits in South Africa seals are
relatively rare compared to some LSA occupations. For example,
shell midden Holocene occupations of LSA sites across the Cape,
including the south coast Nelson Bay Cave (Klein, 1972), the
southwest coast Smitswinkelbaai Cave (Marean, 1985), and west
coast Elands Bay Cave (Parkington, 1976), all have high frequencies
of seals. It has been noted that seals from MSA sites tend to reflect
a broader array of age groups than LSA sites (Klein and Cruz-Uribe,
1996), but the starker pattern is the difference in relative abun-
dance between the MSA and LSA. One potential explanation for this
pattern is that most of the MSA sites were occupied when the sea
was not as high as it was during the Holocene, so for the most part
the coast was further away. It is possible that this results in field
butchery of the seals, with little bone being returned to site.

In contrast to the terrestrial fauna, the shellfish show dramatic
changes over time in overall abundance and species representation.
There are times when shellfish are not exploited, lightly exploited,
and heavily exploited. There are two taxa that dominate the sample;
Perna perna (rocky intertidal habitat) and Donax serra (sandy beach
habitat). Turbo, a gastropod sea snail that can grow quite large and is
also found in rocky intertidal zones, is also rather common.

The LC-MSA Lower, the oldest occupation of PP13B, the world’s
earliest well documented evidence for the exploitation of marine
shellfish, represents a short time during MIS 6 when the sea rose to
within 4e5 kilometers of the cave (Marean et al., 2007; Fisher et al.,
2010). The fact that shellfish collection is revealed at the same time
the coast comes within this range suggests that MSA people
inhabiting the coastline on the Agulhas Bank were already
exploiting shellfish prior to this date. However, to test this
hypothesis we would need to develop fieldwork at locations where
the decline of the continental shelf is sufficiently steep so as to keep
the coast within the 4e5 kilometers collection radius through the
entirely of MIS 6, or intercept MIS 7 populations at current loca-
tions. These MSA people focused on exploiting brown mussel,
although it is notable that a whale barnacle was found, clearly
showing exploitation of beached whale as well. After the coast
retreats, shortly after this occupation and sampled by the Lower DB
Sands units, shellfish exploitation essentially stops. Then, as the sea
begins to move back to within the cave catchment at the end of MIS
6 and into MIS 5e, sampled by LC-MSA Middle and Upper, brown
mussel once again dominates the shellfish sample and this time
Turbo are slightly more abundant than in the LC-MSA Lower.

This changes dramatically as we enter MIS 5d-c. At this time sea
levels have stabilized somewhat and our paleoscape model shows
that the position of the coastline is no longer dramatically shifting
in and out of the foraging radius of hunteregatherers using the
cave. At this time (Lower Roof SpalldUpper Roof SpalldShelly
Brown Sand) people begin exploiting Donax serra (the sand
mussel), and it rises to be the dominant taxon. A final reversal in
shellfish exploitation pattern occurs in the Upper Brown Sands just
before the cave is closed by a dune, where Donax serra is once again
absent and there is a rocky intertidal zone focus. Donax serra
dominated assemblages are fairly rare for the MSA of South Africa.
Donax serra middens are common in the LSA and these are abun-
dant in the Mossel Bay area where there are long stable beaches in
half moon bays. However, at Klasies River there is one MSA horizon
dominated by Donax serra that occurs at the RF/SAS boundary
(Thackeray,1988). Donax serra populations require fairly long stable
dissipative beaches, so it is possible that these Donax serramiddens
represent times when such beaches occurred seawards to the
coastal cliffs, yet still within the site catchment.

However, it is also possible that we are seeing a more behav-
iorally driven pattern, where sandy beaches were present in earlier
periods but simply were not exploited, perhaps because people had
not yet mastered the exploitation of Donax serra. The mussel can be
considered cryptic, since they reside in the sand in the swash zone,
but they do occasionally migrate across the beach by coming to the
surface and moving with the swash. As noted (Jerardino and
Marean, 2010), Donax serra are collected by walking barefoot in
the sandy beach swash zone, using one’s feet to identify the
mollusks, and then quickly digging them out. While it seems
possible that the occasional occurrence of brown mussels may
result from quick fortuitous collection when they are migrating, it
seems likely that the dense middens represent focused collection.
Despite the presence of sandy beaches during the formation of
these Donax serra middens, people were still exploiting rocky
intertidal zones as indicated by the continued presence of Perna
perna and Turbo, and given that the coast is at this time several
kilometers away from the cave, these were almost certainly beach
rock/aeolianite zones on the Agulhas Bank.

Another notable pattern in the shellfish representation is that
when Perna perna was dominant, Donax serra is absent, but when
Donax serra was dominant, Perna perna was still present in
substantial numbers. Turbo, with the exception of the LC-MSA
Lower, was reasonably abundant no matter whether Perna perna or
Donax serra was dominant. This suggests that, no mater what the
conditions, people were exploiting rocky shores when they were
exploiting shellfish. However, the reverse is not the casedthere
were times when people were simply not exploiting sandy beaches
or at least the shellfish were not making it back to the cave.

The artifactual record at PP13B

The flaked stone

The lithic assemblage from PP13B (Thompson et al., 2010)
provides our first picture of MSA coastal lithic technology in South
Africa during MIS 6. Also, it is currently the only published site
where occupations from early in MIS 6 through to 90 ka are
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present. Overall, the assemblage resembles other South African
MSA assemblages that precede the Still Bay: fine grained raw
materials such as silcrete are rare and the vast majority of the lithic
artifacts are made on local quartzite, blades and points are both
frequent as are quadrilateral flakes, retouch is rare and when
present is rather unstandardized so that formal retouched tool
forms are essentially absent, there is abundant evidence for core
preparation, and the early stages of lithic manufacture are present
yet cores are rare.

TheMSApeopleof PP13B focused their rawmaterial collectionon
cobblebeaches thatwerealmost certainlyexposed, and replenished,
by the close proximity of the sea and the changing shoreline. Such
cobble beaches are available as raised beaches in the area today, but
it is important to note that these would be quickly exhausted (Kyle
Brown, pers. comm.), so it seems probable that they exploited active
cobblebeaches. They ignored theveryhighqualityprimarysourceof
quartzite 10 km away at Cape St Blaize (CSB), in contrast to the
undated CSB site where that source dominates the collection
(Thompson and Marean, 2008). While it is clear that substantial
amounts of primary core reduction occurred on site at PP13B, cores
are fairly rare.Wehave recentlydiscovered severalopenair localities
where MSA beach cobble primary reduction regularly occurred and
core rough out activity as indicated by the presence of refitting
primary flakes, cores, and hammerstones are still present. These
could likely be examples of cobble beach exploitation, and we plan
further studies in the near future.

We expected to observe some major changes in lithic tools
through time due to the dramatic changes in the relative signifi-
cance of coastal resources in the diet, major changes in climate and
environment, significant changes in the distance to the coastline,
and a pattern of temporally vectored change in other MSA assem-
blages. This was not the case. For example, Klasies River (Wurz,
2002; Wurz et al., 2003) documents a clear pattern of temporal
reduction in length of blades from MSA I, MSA II lower, and MSA II
upper. PP13B does not show clear temporally vectored changes in
lithic tool size, technology, or raw material. The lithic assemblage
analysis (Thompson et al., 2010) does display statistically signifi-
cant variation, but often not in the direction expected. For example,
blades differ between the LC-MSA MIS 6 units and the MIS 5ced
units in the Eastern and Western areas, but the older blades are
actually smaller than the younger blades, an unexpected pattern.
The only clear temporally vectored shift in technology is an
increase in the frequency of platform preparation through time.
Most of the variation in the PP13B sequence is spatially patterned.
The Western area (back) has more cores, hammerstones, core
rejuvenation flakes, and detached pieces with cortex than does the
front of the cave. This could be because there was more primary
reduction in the back of the cave or because MSA people dumped
this primary reduction material in the back of the cave.

Points are common throughout the assemblage but do not differ
significantly through time in abundance or size. An assemblage
level study of edge damage on the points (Schoville, 2010)
expanded on an earlier study (Bird et al., 2007) and shows that
most of the edge damage, which is light and generally not contin-
uous, did not occur as the result of random processes such as
trampling or sedimentary damage. Damage is concentrated on the
lateral margins of the points, on the left and dorsal faces. This is
most consistent with damage caused by using the points as knives,
probably by people who tended to be right handed. There is low
frequency of impact fractures (4%), so few if any points discarded in
the cave were used as projectiles. This does not mean that points
were not used as projectiles, just that the ones that ended up being
discarded in the cave were not. The abundance of butchered large
mammal skeletal fragments throughout the sequence attests to
butchery being practiced on site, so the co-occurrence of the
discarded damaged points and cutmarked bone strongly suggests
that on site butchery was occurring.

While PP13B is only one site, the lack of temporally vectored
change is striking and merits comment. As noted earlier, the
current published sample of MSA sites primarily postdate 100 ka,
and these do show substantial changes through time. If PP13B is
representative of the pre-100 ka pattern, perhaps it is showing us
a rather continuous and unchanging coastal MSA technology
throughMIS 6 tow100 ka and then a change in tempo andmode at
100 ka, with technology and raw material taking on a pattern of
regular shifts during the Still Bay, pre-Howieson’s Poort, Howie-
son’s Poort, and post-Howieson’s Poort.

Pigments and sea shells

The pigments at PP13B represent some of the oldest pigments
yet known. The oldest reported pigments are from the Kapthurin
Formation (McBrearty and Brooks, 2000) dated to 280 ka. These
pigments have not received detailed publication, so it is difficult to
evaluate their character and abundance. Very early pigments are
also reported from LupembanMSA deposits from Twin Rivers Cave.
When describing the presence of backed pieces, which occur in the
same layers as the pigments, Barham (2000: 206) suggests a fairly
wide range of ages: “At Twin Rivers they (backed pieces) account for
up to 15% of the retouched tool assemblage, and are bracketed by
TIMS U-series dates of between >400 and 140 ka with a probable
median age of 260 ka.”

Pigment assemblages in South Africa have not received
“assemblage level” published descriptions and the description
provided by Watts (2010) on the PP13B material is the first in the
Cape. The value of this full description is immediately clear, as it
allows an evaluation of the frequencies of colors, modified versus
unmodified pieces, variation in raw materials, and comparative
analysis of densities and frequencies over time. Watts (2010)
reports on 380 probable pigments. The vast majority of these
pigments are saturated reds and very dark red, and the abundance
of reds exceeds its natural occurrence relative to other colors on the
landscape. Red streaking pigments are more frequent than at
Blombos and Twin Rivers, and relative to Blombos the “very red”
types are also more abundant, likely because the source materials
around PP13B were redder. Watts (2010) interprets the abundance
of reds tomean that MSA people targeted for collection pigments of
these colors while eschewing others. It is also possible that people
intentionally “reddened” the pigments through heating and
research is currently underway to examine this potentiality.
Pigments of the type found at PP13B are all available locally; a likely
source is an outcrop of Bokkeveld shale about 5 km north of the
site. There is no evidence for marine wear or boring from marine
organisms, so exploitation of the exposed continental shelf is not
clear. However, it is important to note that most of the larger pieces
have had their external surfaces removed by use, so such indicators
could have been obliterated. A study of sourcing supported by
geochemical techniques (Bernatchez, 2008) is in progress.

Virtually all the utilization on the pigments is grinding and other
types of modification, such as scraping and engraving, are rare.
Thirteen percent of all pieces, and 51% by mass, of the pigments
show signs of utilization, and utilized pieces tend to be bigger and
heavier, as well as redder and darker. Blombos has similar amounts
of utilized pieces in the non-Still Bay BBC phase, but the Still Bay
phase has nearly twice the percentage of utilized pieces. Watts
(2010) interprets this to mean that the PP13B smaller pieces or
“debris” entered the sediment as unutilized small pieces. The
overwhelming majority of utilization on the assemblage is in the
form of grinding and Watts (2010) suggests this indicates regular
production of powders for decorative purposes, and powder
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production is the primary reason pigments are present on the site.
If this is true, then it has an interesting and perhaps obvious
implicationdthe pigment assemblages preserved in the sites are in
fact thewaste products of powder production and, thus, the highest
quality pieces are now probably ground up and gone. We are likely
seeing the end products of reduction sequences, similar to that
argued for the lithic materials (Dibble, 1987). If this is true, then we
would not expect to regularly find large and high quality pieces in
archaeological sitesdtheir presence would be the result of unin-
tentional loss.

There is one extraordinary pigment piece at PP13B that stands
out from the others. It is a largemultifaceted ground chunk (22289)
of hematized mudstone. Nearly its entire interior surface is utilized
andWatts (2010) counted 14 facets. When found during excavation
it created great excitement, as its bright red color stood out strongly
against the dark sediments of DB Sand 3 where it was found. It
appears to have been intentionally engraved with a “chevron” and
thus joins a small sample of MSA pigments with juxtaposed lines
from Blombos (Henshilwood et al., 2002, 2009) and Klein Kliphuis
(Mackay and Welz, 2008).

A particular notable occurrence at PP13B is the occurrence of
what we interpret to be “sea shells.” We define these as specimens
that are present on site, were not collected for food, and did not
reach the site as epibionts (riding on something else). They equal or
exceed in age the shells recently reported from Middle Paleolithic
contexts in the Levant (Bar-Yosef Mayer et al., 2009). We know that
they were not collected for food because several of them present
“beach wear,” which results from gentle tidal rolling after death.
Also, both species (Phalium labiatum [helmet shells] and Glycymeris
connolly [dog cockles]) are only found alive in deep waters that
would require a dangerous dive, and so far we have no evidence
that MSA and LSA people conducted deep dives for any purpose.
The helmet shell is a beautiful gastropod that even today is highly
prized by shell collectors. The dog cockle is a stunning (when fresh)
bivalve that is regularly collected by modern shell collectors and
has a sheen and striking set of parallel lines. Both, particularly dog
cockles, were collected by LSA people, and dog cockles were
modified into pendants in the Holocene. Both species are found
whole at PP13B and equally interesting, specimens of both are
Table 3
The main stratigraphic units at PP13 ordered from oldest (bottom) to youngest (top), the
densities, sediment volume, and average magnetic susceptibility

Stratigraphic
aggregate

Tidal zone exploited Coastline
distance km

Fauna
specimens cm3

Lithi
speci

Truncation Fill Sandy Beach/
Rocky Shore

>10 6419 1142

LB Sand 1 Rocky Shoreline 2e3 2772 1020
DB Sand 2 Rocky Shoreline 2e3 4174 1540
LB Sand 2 Rocky Shoreline 2e3 7353 1062
DB Sand 3 Rocky Shoreline 2e3 4414 999
Shelly Brown Sand Sandy Beach/

Rocky Shore
1e2 8182 4165

Upper Roof Spall Sandy Beach/
Rocky Shore

1e2 8671 2342

Lower Roof Spall Sandy Beach/
Rocky Shore

1e2 3016 75

LBG Sand 1 None 0e1 1682 284
LC-MSA Upper Rocky Shoreline 0e1 430 1246
LC-MSA Middle Rocky Shoreline 0e1 1891 1038
DB Sand 4a None >10 1191 275
LBG Sand 2 None >10 974 548
DB Sand 4b None >10 1521 739
LBG Sand 3 None >10 270 270
DB Sand 4c None >10 239 112
LC-MSA Lower Rocky Shoreline 5e6 6380 2863
LB-Silt None ? 774 171
Laminated Facies None ? 209 14
found broken with beach wear over the breaks, suggesting that
even in a broken state these species were deemed valuable.
Sea, land, and changing occupations at PP13B

One of our primary goals in paleoanthropology is to try to
understand howMSA people used their landscape, which of course
is hindered by the fact that we have few sites andmost of those that
are studied and dated are caves and rockshelters. However, we can
turn this weakness to strength if we conceptualize these sites as
geographically stable points around which the paleoscape shifted.
We can exploit these sequences to intercept parts of ancient
mobility systems and study change over time in the way people
exploited a geographic place. Ideally, we would want to have
a variety of paleoscape variables for each time of occupation (i.e.,
rainfall, vegetation, etc.) so that we could then compare these to the
characteristics of human occupations. At this stage, for the MSA, we
have few of these variables well controlled. However, at this time
we do have a robust model of one paleoscape characteristic that
likely played a key role in shaping the way PP13B (and any site) was
utilized and that is distance to the coast as estimated by the
paleoscape model (Marean et al., 2007; Fisher et al., 2010). Below I
analyze several categories of artifactual and ecofactual data relative
to the coastline distance and compare that to the predictions
developed above.

The paleoscape model is temporally scaled at 1.5 ka increments,
while our ranges of occupation for each stratigraphic aggregate
cover a much longer interval of time. To scale these appropriately I
took the full range of time for each occupation and calculated
a mean coastline distance for that span of time. There are several
qualitative variables that we can glean from our analyses that are
likely to be indicators of important characteristics of the paleoscape
and people’s use of it (Tables 2, 3 and 5). The analysis of shellfish
species representation (Jerardino and Marean, 2010) provides us
with some knowledge of the potential combinations of beaches and
rocky shores that were within the foraging radius of the site, and
accordingly I classified each occupation as indicating rocky shore-
line, sandy beach and rocky shoreline, and no evidence of shoreline
exploitation. The lithic analysis (Thompson et al., 2010) found
tidal zone exploited, categorized distance to the coast, and quantitative data on find

c
mens cm3

Pigments
specimens cm3

Shellfish
specimens cm3

Sediment
volumes m3

Avg magnetic
susceptibility

39 1317 0.410 36.87

68 556 0.324 10.45
131 695 0.145 nd
98 59 0.051 nd

100 53 0.472 30.01
233 4810 0.095 35.93

75 4255 0.518 52.45

26 2789 0.548 40.97

23 33 0.047 25.66
21 3867 0.746 4.74
0 2633 0.172 43.84
0 92 0.044 2.18
0 41 0.049 4.15

43 0 0.046 4.45
0 0 0.007 2.50
0 15 0.134 2.25

90 643 0.532 56.76
8 10 0.392 1.85
1 1 1.177 1.27
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changes in the amount of primary core reduction that occurred at
PP13B. Since the vast majority of cortical flakes show conclusively
that cobble beaches were being used for raw material sources, this
may reflect the proximity of cobble beaches to the sitedtransport
to the cave of the cobbles would suggest closer proximity. Most
stratigraphic aggregates received a sediment sample and we then
subsampled these for magnetic susceptibility (MS; Herries and
Fisher, 2010). As they describe, MS at PP13B is primarily a func-
tion of burning intensity and correlates well with field identified
burnt stratigraphic units. Here I use it as a proxy for the amount of
burning and hearth productiondhigh mean MS indicates greater
amounts of onsite burning, and this may also be an indicator of the
intensity of site occupation.

Our field technique was designed to help us measure changing
intensities of occupation through time and to do that we directly
measured the sediment volume of all stratigraphic units. This
allows calculation of a summed sediment volume for each strati-
graphic aggregate without relying on geometric estimates of
uneven excavated areas (Marean et al., 2010). Since raw abundance
of finds (lithics, shellfish, etc.) will always be partially a function of
sediment removed, I present changing abundances of these finds
corrected for sediment volume by taking a unit of measure (counts
or weights) and dividing it by the sediment volume to arrive at
a measure of the density of that material per m3 of excavated
sediment. One potential problem with this approach is that it is
possible that people systematically cleaned out the cave, sweeping
accumulated materials out the mouth. This almost certainly must
have happened occasionally. However, most of the find classes
examined here are of roughly similar sizes, so it is probably unlikely
that any particular find class was systematically biased relative to
others, except perhaps really large end portions of large fauna
skeletal elements. These are for the most part absent from the site
and this could have occurred from either site maintenance by
people or removal by carnivores (Thompson, 2007, 2010). We have
a variety of find types to use as proxies for the changes in occu-
pation intensity and shifting intensities of behaviors through time.

Faunal and shellfish densities should provide proxy measures
related to the changing importance of these items in the diet.
Given the lack of nonhuman collection agents and the relative
similarity of sedimentary destruction through the sequence
(Thompson, 2007, 2010), I use faunal specimen densities as
a proxy for the intensity of skeletal element discard at the site.
Skeletal element discard should be systematically related to
skeletal element transport to the site, although I make no claim
that the amount of surviving hard tissue is in any way convertible
to meat weights. The majority of the surviving skeletal elements
are the dense portions of long bones, and Thompson (2010) found
no significant changes in skeletal element transport patterns
through the sequence. Shellfish densities are a proxy for the
amount of shellfish transported to site and processed there. There
is always the potential that people processed and consumed
shellfish elsewhere, and thus we are missing that evidence. Such
field processing with shellfish is most typical for very large taxa
that are easily shucked and more typical of univalves relative to
bivalves and gastropods, due to the former’s tendency to dry out
quickly. Such field processing and production of coastline middens
is also more common when the coastline is more than 5e10 km
from the site. Because of this I will take a narrow view that
shellfish densities are a proxy for the exploitation of coastal zones
within the typical transport distance of 5e10 km, and not a confi-
dent reflection of overall coastline use.

Pigment densities are a proxy for the amount of pigment dis-
carded on site and are likely a less direct proxy for the amount of
pigment processing on site. The density of worked lithic materials
is a proxy for the amount of lithic manufacture and discard that was
occurring on site. Of all the measures discussed here, it is probable
that lithic artifact density and MS may be the best overall proxies
for site occupation intensity. Using those as a proxy, I have classified
the intensity of occupations into the following categories: no
occupation, low, moderate, and dense. These are meant solely as
within site indicators relative to the overall pattern at PP13B and
not statements about occupation intensities that would be
comparable to other sites with different sedimentary systems.

The line graphs (Fig. 6) summarize the indices described above.
A visual inspection shows that the density of finds tends to rise
and fall in lock step without regard to find class, and these broadly
follow changes in magnetic susceptibility. A Spearman’s Rank
Correlation Coefficient was performed on the matrix; all show
a positive relation and all but one are significantly correlated
(Table 4). I did not include distance to coast in the analysis, as the
distances are the same for a large number of aggregates and create
too many ties for a correlation analysis, and thus those data are best
thought of as categorical. I have categorized distance to coast in the
following manner: >10 km, 5e6 km, 2e3 km,1e2 km, and 0e1 km
(Table 5). Since distance to coast is argued to be a key paleoscape
variable, I structure the discussion by distance.

Occupation shifts relative to coastline distance

Our earliest occupation at PP13B is in the early MIS 6 when the
coastline is within 5e6 km of the site (LC-MSA Lower). That short
transgression has a major influence on the nature of the occupa-
tion. The 5e6 km range is just within the typical foraging radius for
coastal foragers. Shellfish from rocky shores are exploited, but
interestingly not sandy beaches, and both the MS and lithic tool
densities are relatively moderate. Despite the abundance of shell-
fish, terrestrial fauna are common aswell so people are still hunting
and transporting significant amounts of the animals back to PP13B.
Pigments are common as well, so there is significant pigment
processing occurring on site. It is important to note that the shell-
fish densities may be underestimates as there is some evidence for
dissolution (Karkanas and Goldberg, 2010).

After the LC-MSA Lower occupation, and still within MIS 6, the
coastline is >10 km from PP13B. As expected, shellfish are either
absent or present only in trace amounts. Occupation intensities as
measured by MS and lithic artifact density are low suggesting that
people are locating residential sites at other places on the land-
scape. Faunal densities are also low, but it is important to note that
terrestrial fauna in these layers are present and particularly in the
DB Sands 4 series we found the remains of some very large bovids.
The evidence for onsite primary core reduction is rather high at this
time, suggesting that during the rare visits to PP13B people were
hunting and also doing all stages of lithic manufacture. Pigments
are rare at these times, so people do not appear to be investing time
in pigment processing, and thus by inference, symbolic activities on
site.

The LC-MSAMiddle is dated near Termination II at the crossover
fromMIS 6 to MIS 5e. During MIS 5e, sea level reacheswþ5 msl, so
at that time access to the cave would have been difficult if the
current configuration of the area outside the cave today is repre-
sentative (which may not be true). The transition from late MIS 6 to
early MIS 5e happens quicklydsea level rise is so fast and the
horizontal velocity so rapid that it is impossible to accurately
estimate the distance to the coast at this stage, because the reso-
lution of our dating techniques is insufficient to confidently place
the timing of the occupations within the event. For this reason the
mean coastline distance should be considered unconstrained. It
seems likely that the LC-MSAMiddle dates to just prior to this high
sea level, when the coastline was close to the site but not at full
height since the cave would likely have been cut off from any
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Fig. 6. The main indicators of occupation intensity at PP13B. (A) large mammal faunal specimens per m3, (B) shellfish specimens per m3, (C) lithic specimens per m3, and (D) average
magnetic susceptibility (Herries and Fisher, 2010) as a proxy for burning.
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seaward approach at maximum wþ5 msl. The excavated sample
from this time is rather small, but once again there is rocky
shoreline exploitation with moderate occupation intensity.

With the transition to MIS 5d and MIS 5c, the coastline distance
becomes relatively stable, shifting slightly from 0.8 to 3.2 km away.
Interestingly, within this period of stability there are some major
shifts in theway people exploit the coastline from PP13B. In theMIS
5d and early MIS 5c occupations, when the coastline moves within
1e2 km, there is a shift away from the earlier pattern of exclusive
rocky shore exploitation. Sandy beach exploitation becomes
dominant over rocky shore, but rocky shore is still significant. This
clearly denotes that these two significantly different shellfish
habitats are both within the foraging radius of the cave and people
are exploiting both. At the same time, the lithic artifact densities
show the highest levels for the occupation history of the cave,
suggesting high levels of lithic manufacture, and by inference
intensive occupation of the cave. Faunal densities are high as well,
suggesting that intensive terrestrial animal exploitation continues
Table 4
The Spearmans rank correlation coefficienta

Magnetic susceptibility Fauna specimens m3

Magnetic susceptibility 1
Fauna specimens m3 0.78 1.00
Lithic specimens m3 0.67 0.78
Pigment specimens m3 0.48 0.77
Shellfish specimens m3 0.68 0.46

a Those in italics and bold are not significant at the 0.05 level.
alongside shellfish collecting. Pigment densities are high, suggest-
ing regular pigment processing, and the people of PP13B now begin
collecting sea shells and transporting them to site. The co-occur-
rence of pigments and sea shells may suggest important social and
symbolic activities on site. The frequency of primary core reduction
drops, suggesting that people are conducting this activity
elsewhere.

As the coastline moves out 2e3 km from site, many of the
features that were described for the 5e6 km occupation return.
Relative to the 1e2 km coastline configuration, lithic artifact
densities and by proxy site occupation intensity declines to
a moderate level. Shellfish from rocky shorelines are dominant and
the exploitation of sandy beaches is not evident, probably because
they are outside the foraging radius of the site. Faunal frequencies
show that terrestrial animals are still being hunted and transported
to site, and pigments are being transported to the site and pro-
cessed. Substantial amounts of primary core reduction are taking
place in the cave. Shortly after this occupation, dunes begin to build
Lithic specimens m3 Pigment specimens m3 Shellfish specimens m3

1.00
0.84 1.00
0.63 0.41 1.00



Table 5
Final summary of the overall pattern of occupation intensity and age at PP13B

Stratigraphic
aggregate

Shellfish type Occupation
intensity

Coastline
distance
summary
(km)

Age

LB Sand 1 Rocky Shoreline Moderate 2e3 Late MIS 5c
DB Sand 2 Rocky Shoreline Moderate 2e3 Late MIS 5c
LB Sand 2 Rocky Shoreline Moderate 2e3 Late MIS 5c
DB Sand 3 Rocky Shoreline Moderate 2e3 Late MIS 5c
Shelly Brown

Sand
Sandy Beach/
Rocky Shore

Dense 1e2 Early MIS 5c

Upper Roof
Spall

Sandy Beach/
Rocky Shore

Dense 1e2 Early MIS 5c

Lower Roof
Spall

Sandy Beach/
Rocky Shore

Dense 1e2 MIS 5d

LBG Sand 1 None Low 0e1 2 occupations
MIS 5e and
MIS 5d

LC-MSA Upper Rocky Shoreline Moderate 0e1 MIS 5d
LC-MSA Middle Rocky Shoreline Moderate 0e1 MIS 5e
DB Sand 4a None Low >10 Early MIS 6
LBG Sand 2 None Low >10 Early MIS 6
DB Sand 4b None Low >10 Early MIS 6
LBG Sand 3 None Low >10 Early MIS 6
DB Sand 4c None Low >10 Early MIS 6
LC-MSA Lower Rocky Shoreline Moderate 5e6 Early MIS 6
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outside the cave and PP13B and other sites on the west side of
Pinnacle Point are sealed by w90 ka.
Discussion

The analysis presented above shows clear systematic relation-
ships between the artifactual and ecofactual record, site use
intensity, and the configuration of the paleoscape. The evidence for
primary core reduction is one of the few lithic variables that
changes over time, and as shown here does seem to have some
structure relative to other behavioral proxies and the paleoscape.
People who used PP13B collected the vast majority of their raw
material from cobble beaches. One would anticipate that complete
cobbles would have a tendency to be transported back to site when
the cobble beaches are close versus far away, but there are other
complicating variables. Cobble beaches occur in two contexts: (1)
active intertidal zones where they are replenished, and (2) “raised”
fossil cobble beaches that are not being replenished (K. Brown, pers.
comm.) and would require digging for replenishing. The latter are
also subject to being covered by dunes, and thus removed from the
scene.

Primary core reduction at PP13B is rather intense early on inMIS
6 when people are not exploiting shellfish, the occupation inten-
sities appear to be the lowest, and evidence for symbolic activities
is quite low. I suggest these are times when the cave was being
exploited for short visits and the coast was rather far offdpeople
are almost certainly bringing in cobbles from ancient beaches. In
contrast, when sandy beaches are within the foraging radius of the
inhabitants, and the cave is being intensively occupied as a resi-
dential site, primary core reduction is relatively reduced. Onemight
expect it to be greater at this time; however, the presence of sandy
beaches also means that sand supplies are high, sandy beaches are
close and common, and thus ancient cobble beaches may be
beneath dunes and cobble beaches in the active intertidal zones
and may be rare relative to sandy beaches. The evidence for
primary core reduction picks up when rocky beaches are being
exploited and there is little evidence for sandy beach exploitation,
and this likely represents the converse situationdsand supply is
limited, sandy beaches are absent from the foraging radius, and
active cobble beaches are more abundant.

The lack of CSB quartzite (Thompson and Marean, 2008) at the
site suggests that the occupants of PP13B enforced a fairly rigid
10 km catchment. This is also reflected in the analysis of site
occupation intensities. The densest occupations at PP13B occur
when people are exploiting two intertidal habitatsdsandy beaches
and rocky shores. This suggests that two shellfish communities are
available within the foraging radius of the site, providing foraging
opportunities that are more diverse. These intensive occupations
also display high levels of symbolic activity in the form of pigment
processing and sea shell collection, and this would be expected
since PP13B would be a location of regular residency and perhaps
congregation. In situations where the sandy beaches are no longer
present or outside the foraging radius of the occupants, density of
occupation is moderate but still fairly high, pigment processing is
common, but not surprisingly sea shell collection from sandy
beaches is absent. When the sea regresses, and the site is no longer
being used as a coastal location, site visits are rare and short. These
relations fit reasonably well with the model developed earlier that
posits that the use of neocoastal sites should reflect the distance to
the coastline and that people are focusing their occupations at the
coastline.

A perhaps counterintuitive result is that the amount of shellfish
collection seems to have little to no impact on terrestrial animal
exploitation. Even when people are settled on the coast, exploiting
sandy beaches and rocky shores, there is still a significant amount
of transport of terrestrial animal skeletal parts to site, and, by
inference, significant amounts of hunting. However, this may not be
as counterintuitive as it seems. As noted earlier, shellfish collection
tends to be the occupation of women and children, so it does not
lesson the amount of time available to men to hunt. It may, through
the extended time spent in one location with a halved terrestrial
foraging radius, result in depletion of terrestrial prey.

Conclusions

The excavations at PP13B began in 2000 (Marean et al., 2004)
and sampled the cave in three locations. The sediments accumu-
lated from prior to 400 ka, but human occupation is documented
between w162 ka and 90 ka, at which time the cave was closed to
human occupation by dunes arrayed against the cliff face. The MSA
deposits of PP13B provide snapshots through time of changing
human occupation over a time that includes several major climate
and environmental changes, and significant changes in the distance
to the coast. The site has gained widespread interest due to the fact
that it preserves rare MIS 6 occupations, currently has the oldest
dated evidence for marine food exploitation, some of the earliest
evidence for modification and use of pigments, early small blade
technology (Marean et al., 2007), and the oldest evidence for lithic
heat treatment technology (Brown et al., 2009). The papers in this
special issue and the analysis presented here provide descriptions
and analyses of the sedimentary processes, dating, and many of the
finds from the excavations up to 2007.

PP13B is a neocoastal site that, over time, varied between being
fully terrestrial (the coastline being outside the daily foraging
radius of the occupants) and fully coastal (the coastline being well
within the daily foraging radius of the occupants). Occupation
intensity tracks closely the distance to the coast and the evidence
for the intensity of use of coastal resources. The highest occupation
intensities occur when people are exploiting both sandy beaches
and rocky shorelines, and at these times there is strong evidence for
symbolic activity in the form of pigments and sea shells. It seems
likely that at these times large social groups are basing their resi-
dential occupations at the PP caves. When people are using just
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rocky shores, there is less intense occupation, probably because the
rocky shorelines alone can support fewer people for shorter periods
of time. When the coastline retreats, the cave is used only occa-
sionally, probably for short visits. The observation that occupation
intensities are driven primarily by distance to coast and focus on
shellfish suggests that MSA people at this time had a well devel-
oped and systematic incorporation of coastal resources into the diet
and their overall behavioral system. The mobility system was
strongly influenced by the exploitation of shellfish, and the pres-
ence of the sea shells suggests that the importance of the sea was
embedded in their symbolic system, perhaps with gift exchange.
These sea shells coupled to marine foraging may signal when
people began to embed in their world view and rituals a clear
commitment to the sea. Modern humans are the sole terrestrial
mammal that, in some cases, has a persistent use of marine
resources that develops into a coastal adaptation characterized by
technological and cultural peculiarities that are rather rare for
hunteregatherer economies. In some situations this coastal adap-
tation ultimately cultivates dense populations, richly complex
material culture and social institutions, and “sea-centric” cultural
proclivities well expressed among ethnographically and archaeo-
logically documented hunteregatherers in coastal California, Chile,
Australia, and other areas of the world. Pinnacle Point provides us
with a glimpse of the origins of the coastal adaptation.
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